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“The Bible In A Nutshell”

You might be wondering where to start in the bible. Even as a new Christian or as an experienced saint we can still fall short of truly knowing how and where to start our journey in studying God’s word. The bible is our guide to know God better, know our purpose and understand our Christian history and how it may pertain to our lives.
10 Things To Remember:
1. You must believe and trust that it’s God’s word. (2 Tim 3:16).

2. You must rightly divide the word. (Knowing the Who, What, When, Where method). Some passages may be addressed to a specific group such as the Jews, Gentiles or Church.

3. Do not read the bible in expectation that you will be completed or no longer have to read it. God has continual revelations and lessons that we will constantly learn no matter how many times we read it.

4. All scriptures cannot be taken “literally” so have an open mind for symbolic meanings, dreams, poetic terminology and revelations. 
5. To better understand the stories get familiar with the profiles of characters, Theology, language and cultural background of the story at hand.

6. Remember the Bible benefits you not God. It’s a guide for fulfilling our purpose and understanding His plan. It is not to be confused with a “work” or “deed” unto God, but it is solely for your own growth.

7. Take small bites for good digestion versus big bites which cause spiritual heartburn or overfill causing you to spew it out and loose what was learned. In other words do not get caught up in how much you read or how long, but how much you learned, even if it was one small thing.

8. Recap on what you read and ask God or someone from your ministerial staff to assist you if needed. Never have pride, ask for help!! You will only cheat yourself.

9. Be careful of too many translations and secondary books which can dilute and/or change the meaning of what is being said.
10. Everything that we need to know has been collected into the 66 books, it had to be narrowed down so, if you know of books out there that were not added to “The Bible,” think about what is important to saving your soul not just knowing more.

Bible Facts:
   1. The Bible is a collective into 66 books with 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament.

2. The King James Bible authors include 40 men that were Scribes, Fishermen, Farmers, Poets, Philosophers, Kings, Apostles, etc.

3. The KJV was completed in 1611 after seven years of translation work by 42 of the best Hebrew and Greek scholars who brought it to English from Greek and Latin. King James authorized the translation and in Great Britain the KJV is referred to as the “Authorized Version.”

4. The KJV is the only English translation translated from a body of Greek manuscripts called the Received Text. The Received Text comprises over 95% of the existing manuscripts and agree almost perfectly together.

4. Between the Old and New Testament there is approximately a span of 400 years called “The Silent Years”.

5. The biblical meaning of the  word “Testament” means Covenant or Contract.

6. Moses contributed the most books to the Old Testament and writing the first 5 called the “Pentateuch”.

7. Paul contributed the most books to the New Testament.

8. The first 3 books in the New Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke) are called the “Synoptic Gospels” because they include many of the same stories, often in the same sequence, and similar wording.
9. The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew and the new testament was originally written in Greek. When looking up definitions or transliteration always think about its original language.
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